Respiratory failure as a complication of pharyngitis: Lemierre's syndrome.
The emergence of drug-resistant organisms has promoted increased calls for judicious use of antibiotics in cases of pediatric pharyngitis. Although these recommendations are largely justified, the case of a 16-year-old girl with pharyngitis is reported to alert readers to an unusual complication, Lemierre's syndrome. This complication of pharyngitis and its relevance to changing practice habits are discussed.